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My dear Friends, 


1. -edfuing diſcourſe, "the ſubſtance 
of which was, preached ed on the death 
of your valuable 1 — „is aq publiſhed 
at your earneſt requeſt, I am ſenſible that 
the wei ighty ſubject might have appeared 
with greater advantage, and eſpecially 
as I was ſtreightned for time; nevertheleſs, 
having yielded to your ſolicitations, I 
hope my endeavours will be received 
with candour; and that, under the 
Divine Bleſſing, they may prove ſervicea- 
ble both to you and to others. 
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Tnar you may improve che mournful 
occaſion, and that this and every future 
| diſpenſation in life, may be ſubſeryient to 
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dur temporal and eternal good, is the 
defire and prayer of 
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MarTuzw xxii. 32. 
God" i is not the God of the dead, but of the 


living. 


HIS aſſertion of our bleſſed Saviour, 
at firſt view, may ſeem to throw a 
diſcouraging aſpect on our deceaſed 
friends; but we are to be guided 
by the ſenſe of ſcripture, and not by the ſound of 
the words ; and the paſſage, when duly conſider- 
ed, will afford the true chriſtian great conſolation 
in the proſpect of eternity: Hereby, alſo, the 
dead, who die in the Lord, are placed in a fa- 
tisfactory and pleaſing light; I have, therefore, 
thought it no unſeaſonable ſubject upon the 
removal of one, who was nearly related to ſome 
preſent, and, who, ſince the laſt day of aſſembly, 
is entered on the . unſeen ſtate. The text is the 
cloſing ſentence of our Lord's reply to the Sad- 
duces, on a queſtion- which they put to him 
relating to the reſurrection, and, of whom, 
conſidering the ſubject before us, it may not be 
amiſs to give ſome brief account. The Sadduces 
B were 


3 On tbe Death of 
were a famous ſect among the Jeus; not the 
ry but ſome of them were of chick 
xgnity among the people, (a] not encepting the 
15 itſelf; nevertheleſs; their tenets 
were very exceptionable; they held, that man 
- was abſolute maſter of his own actions, and were 
exceeding {elt-ſufficient ;. they; not only rejected 
all traditions, but ſeemed to pay little regard to 
the prophets, except the five books of . Moſes, 
which they allowed to-be of divine authority: 
They pretended to ſerve God freely; diſclaiming 
all regard to rewards. or puniſhmepss | in the world 
to come, as mean and mercenary; and; indeed, 
when we conſider that they denied the reſur- 
rection of the body, as appeateth from the 
context; and alſo held the annihilation, or utter 
deſtruction of the, ſoul at death, for, they faid, 
there was: (b) neither angel nor . pirit;, I 'fay, 
when we * conſider _ theſe” 25 We, can 
ſcarce think that i in reality they ha any belief in 
a future ſtate of Exiſtence. Nothing could be 
more difagreeable to, theſe vain men, than the 
doctrine of Jesus, who taught a an holy contempt 
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e Mos r A above particulars, 8 Salla 
cg are to be gathered from the. ſacred hiſtory, and the reſt 
are confirmed by Joſephus, and other wr iters; and though it 
has been thought that Jeb, who wat a Pbariſte, was too 
bitter and partial agninſt the Saulicei; yet the authors, Who 
obſerve thus, repreſent: them as 4 1 ber 3 and 
bypocritical ſc gt... | 

- (6) AcTs xxiil. 8. 
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of this world, in proſpect of that recompence of 
reward, which i is, hereafter, to be receiyed, and 
who. — the ultimate expectations of bis 


followers depend upon a reſurrection from the 


dead: * | Hence; they could not receive Chriſt, but, 
on the contrary, took every opportunity to oppoſe 
him and his golpel;, and, wich this view; we 41 
verſe 28, that they aſked him the queſtion, 
before referred to, by which, they inſinuated that 
the doctrine of the reſurrection, which. he. preached, 
was. net conſiſtent with the. W of. Maſes. 
ay gave Groton, that. ae widow was, 
N ene Nn 2 d K. left 
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in ſome meaſure, gratifted thole-of the ſotmer diſpenſation, 
, for Want of that clear and certain proſpect of living 
theniſelves on the other fide death, as believers now have, 
were the more defiro of living in their poſterity ; but, I 
humbly conceive, th at Hark as the Moſaic diſpenſation was, 
when compare& with theGofpel,believers wete even then (ufſi- 
ently. aſſured of a future refurreQion: / Surely, Abel, | Exoch,; - 
Neab and Abrabum, with all the faichſol, who confeſſed-that, 
they were ſojourners, and hag 17 ared that they, ſought an 
heavenly country, muſt be perſuaded of the future 
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1 cannot think thar the dd eument ſaints were ſo very 
much in the dark about a future ſtate, as ſome repreſent; 
however, the ab6ve injunaion" of Meer was an admirable 


_ expedient for polar the families of the Iſraelites enti 


and difing, and, I think, that one great benefit, whi 

aroſe from hence, was, that hereby was ſecured a clear 

et Chriſt, n wasto come of the 
Jews 


on the Death W* 


* left childleſs, ſhe ſhould be married to her 
uſband's brother, or to the neareſt kinſman, who 
ſurvived in a” ſingle ſtate; that, thereby obtain · 
ing ſeed, the name of the deceaſed might be 
preſerved in Jae. Now, in reference to this 
injunction of Moſes, the Sadduces relate the caſe 
of à family,” wherein were ſeven brethren; who, 
in conformity to this law, had, each of them, 
one after another, the ſame woman to wife, ho 
ſurvived them all, and then died alſo: On this 
caſe they put the following queſtion; namely, 
Whoſe wife ſhall je be ef the ſeven in the reſur- 
rection? Fur they all bad her. It ſeems, that 
with this ſtory, and the objection advanced upon 
it, to the reſurrection of the dead and a future 
ſtate, theſe freethinkers were often attempting 
to ridicule and. diſcredit: thoſe neceſſary and im · 
portant truths; and, no doubt, at this time, 
they expected to gain an advantage of Chriſt in 
fayour of their notions, or, at leaſt, to entangle 
him, but. herein they were greatly diſappointed; 
they had to do with one who was able to anſwer 
them, and dy Whom . ee and 
confounded hefore the people 

Oos Lord begins his reply wh a as 
which n be . al Aae ee 
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And thps ancient prophecy appeared to bi e in 
tire Meſſiah when he came, TT 
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enemies of the truth, verſe 29, faith he, ye db err. 
not knowing the ſcriptures, nor the power of Cod. 
The ſcriptures they did not wholly reject, though, 
as hinted before, they principally regarded 
the five books of Moſes: Thus ſome pretend to 
believe revelation, yet confine their regard to 
ſome part thereof, and reject the reſt: Some hold 
to the New, and deny the Old Teſtament, while 
ſome others profeſs a reverence for the four Evan- 
but inſinuate, that the epiſtles are not of 
equal authority with them. However, the 
teſtaments, and all the branches of holy ſcrip- 
ture, mutually witneſs to each other, inſomuch, 
chat to diſown any part of the ſacred writings, 
is, in effect, to deny the whole: And, conſe- 
E they, who are infected with this partiali- 
reſpecting the Bible, ſeem to be in the 
road to deiſm. But to return: 

1 from this rebuke, proceedeth to let 
the Sadduces know, that their objeftion went 
on 'a miſtake, and to acquaint them with ſome- 
thing of the nature of that life which is to 
come. Their queſtion ſuppoſed, that in the 
reſurreftion mankind would be in the ſame 
condition, as in the preſent ſtate ; whereas Chriſt 
gives them to underſtand, that there would be a 
| rg change on the happy ſubjects of that 

lefſed immortality, and that their manner of 
living would be yery different from what it now 
is, and, particularly, that no ſuch relation, as 


man and wife, ſhall then ſubſiſt. In the reſur- 
 rethion 
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reckion they niche are married, 1 nor are given. ix 
marriage, but are. as. tbe e of. God in beaven, 
verſe 39. By 1 e af. clauſe, due are not t 
ceanccivet that nee will chen be wand 
formed info the, — hi 1440. Aan 
Saints axe, incarparated in ge Hg, ant ads 
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future world, fully 5 I 
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of the caſe, who cannot 125 the 
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(e) Tir compatiſon ſfappalothildifierence” n | 
tween the children! of the r ſoni cin, aud the bely Ab- 
gels ; for if the Saints in che reſprredi were, to be tenl 
and Properly. converted into. go nature, with whi 
" Propriety is it ſaid, that, in ther hey ar a the 
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che refurteRtion;” which they denied, and, In or- 
der to their conviRtion, -proves- the tertainty of 
this glorious and important truth by*a quotation 
from Moſes - imſelf, namely, Exod. tit. 6. 
which; as he ſheweth in the text, contains an 
vindeniable proof of this bleſſed ſtate. They are 
che words of Jehevah on the memorable oeca- 
fibn- of his" appearing in the flaming buſh to 
Moſes: But as farrhiag* the refitrifiton, faith 
our Lord, have ye-not'read that which was ſpoken 
ab vön By God ſaying : I (a) en me Gel of 
1 und” Wees f Nack ond. on Bod of 
Tr is to — ſy a not in 
the original conſtitutien of things, but came in 
through man's apoſtacy; neither could a reſur- 
rection from that ſtate, to eternal life, de dif- 
cernied bythe light, of nature; we are ente in in- 
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(a) I am the God of - ile oh, an 
ting in the Hibrew text, and therefare | ome have 
Gebt that mo gear ftrefs'c can be laid on tlie words be- 
. ing ſpoken in the preſent time, it being poſſihle to read 
them, I h, be the God of Abrabam, &. But, beſides 
che frequency of this ellipfid,. with ſubmiſfon. I,think, that 
our Lord's, concluſion. ſettles the point, If God was not 
the God of Arabam, when 55 ſ] pake theſe words to Myjes, 
and continued not fo to) 'be, Alen Jeſus difcourfed with 
| thele Sadler, where is the! pertinsncy of the quotation 
t che probf of the refurrection I Nut this was: manifeſtly 


— Chrifl, and, I. chink, che iy of his, argy- 

r the e God then f ogd in to the Fa- 

thers, 4 ve occaſion hereafter to at ER 
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8 On tbe Death of 

debted to revelation for the knowledge of this 
glorious truth. Our Lord, therefore, appeals to 
revelation, and reſts the evidence of the impor- 
tant fact on the word of the prophecy ; but, 
the propriety of his remonſtrance conſiſted not 
only in his having recourſe to ſcripture, wherein 
alone we have tidings of redemption from 
the grave, but his wiſdom is alſo conſpi- 
cuous in producing a paſſage from that part 
of the facred writings which the Sadduces 
themſelves admitted. Moſes, whoſe diſciples 
they profeſſed themſelves to be, and whoſe 
books they allowed to be authentick, declared, 
that God ſpake theſe words to him, and by this 


he thus ſaid to all the children of Iſrael: I am 
tte God of Abraham, and the God of e ond 

\ the God of Jacob. 

 Trar Jehovah in this place declareth him- 


ſelf to be the God of the Fathers in a peculiar 
ſenſe will ſcarcely be denied, and that he ſtands: 
in the ſame relation to all the faithful, who are 
the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham, is plain from the 
application of the words in this diſcourſe, for if 
Jehovah was the God of Abrabam in no other 


' ſenſe than what is applicable to mankind in ge- 


neral, the declaration would be impertinent, and 
if he ſtood not in the ſame relation to all the 
children of Abraham, that he did to him, the 


| paſſage quoted, would not avail to the purpoſe 


in hand. But, it is evident, that God took 


Abraham into a ſpecial covenant-relation, and 
| in 
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in that ſenſe became his: God., To him Jeho- 
vah fd ( I will, eftablifh, an. corenent ze: 
tween; me. and thee, to be 4 Cad unte thee, and 
#a' thy ſeed. after ther. In like. manner, Moſes 
exhorteth the people, ſaying, (3) enter into co- 
venant with the Lord thy. Cad, and into bis cath 
that, he may be unte thee 4 God. And the ſame 

mode of expreſſion. is -uled, by the prophet Je- 
remiah concerning the . covenant of grace, (c) 
But this ſball be the cavenant that I will maks 


with the houſe of Tfracl, after #haſe days, ſaith the 


Lord, I will put my law in their inward. parts, | 


Ef. and will be their Cod. And, this is ap- 
plicable to all true believers, to the end. of the 
world, (d) who are Abraham's ſeed, and heirs 
according to the promiſe. 

Rr this declaration of Jehovah to Moles, i 


appeareth, that he was the God of fhrabam, of 


os and of Farob, long after they had departed 
$ life; nor had the Sadduces any objection tothe 
paſſage quoted, ar to the ſenſe; that our Lord put 
upon it; and, therefore, he proceeds to improve 
it by the obſervation in the text. God, ſaith he, 
ig not the God of the dead, but of the living.” An 
abſervation which (e) reaſon obliged them to 
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(a) Gun. xvii, 7. © Dial An. 12, 13. (e) 
Jer. xxxi. 33. () Gal. iii! 29. | 
(e) Tuus miniſters of the word are to reaſon out of 
the * for the defence of truth, and the conviction 

of 


10 90. the Death of 
| acknowledge, and Which being allowed, and 
taken into tonfideration with the Scripture ci- 
ted, manifeſtly ſhewed, that it was perverſe and 
fooliſh in theſe men, as it is in all others, who 
pretend to believe in revelation, to deny the r re- 
 Turredtion, and à future life. 

Turs propoſition taken by itſelf, and, on the 
firſt glance, may appear ſomewhat ſtartling to 
the reader. God is not the God of the dead. 
No! alas! (methinks ſome may ſay ) (4) are our 
deceaſed friends loſt ? Hath God forſaken them, 
now they are departed this life? What hope, 
then, can we have in their death? Or, where 
are our re _r en when we 


* 


of gainſayers; which, by the way, ſheweth, that they are 
greatly miſtaken, who repreſent reaſoning in diſcourſes on 
ſpiritual ſubjedts as carnal, and foreign to the buſineſs of 
goſpel preaching; ſuch do well to conſider, that, by this 
cenſure, they reflect on the Redeemer himſelf, whoſe 
manner, when miniſtring on earth, as well as that of his 
inſpired Apoſtles, was to reaſon with men from the ſacred 
writings concerning the doctrines which he taught. 

„e) Ir is juſtly remarked by ſeveral expoſitors, that this 
reaſoning of the text is clearec and confirmed by Hebrews 
Xi. 16. Wherefere Gold ir not aſhamed to be called their God: 
for he hath prepared for them a city. As one obſerves, 
humanely ſpeaking, God might be aſhamed, or think it 
infinitely beneath him, to own that relation to any for 
whom he bad not proyided a city, or a ſtate of more per- 
manent. happineſs, than any which could be enjoyed in this 

mortal life. See D. Dobpzincx, on the place. | 
Come 


Mr. Tra Wirbu Ax. 11 
come to die? Bleſſed be God, norwithſtanging 


the ſound of the words, if Gut hopes of eternal 
life, tor. ourſelves, or others, are Juſtly founded 
on r of God in Chriſt, they are not 
ſhaken ; bu ut, on the contrary firmly eſtabliſhed 
by this aſſertion, God is, truly and properly, 
the. God of the dead in the ſenſe in which the 
faithful deſire ; that is, Jehovah. is the God of 
believers. after this life, even while they lay in 
the ſtate of natural death. Our Lord is ſo 
tax. from denying this comfortable truth, that 
Bis argument in favour of the reſurrection, 
;which t the, Sadduces denied, depends on Jeho- 
.Yahy's continuing to be the God of the parri- 
archs, mentioned, even while they continuod in 
ahe ſtate of the dead. 
„ IAis clauſe, therefore, muſt be underſtood in 
a.qualfi fied ſenſe, and we, muſt govern "our 
thoughts upon it by che manifeſt ſcope "of the 
place. The meaning of our Lord fremerh plain- 
ly to be this; namely, that Jehovah cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to ſtand in che rela- 
tion of 2 God to thoſe who are finally ed, 
and who are to remain in the ſtate of the deacl 
tor « ever. If the dead exiſt not in a Wu ſtate, 
and there be no reſurrection, God could not 
ſtand. i in the relation he did ta Abrabum, after 
his deceaſe, as he declared to M. 
Tur purport of our Saviour's reaſoning is, 9. d. 
« It is very abſurd, and unworthy the divine 
Being, 8 that he is the God of 
' S © eat 
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dut deuth Gch wot; ya, it is out of tlie po- 
er of Auth x6 eK the covenant of grace, or 
to diſſolve dhe relation which ſubſiſteth between 
God nd his let: He is the God aaf true 
Nuala hot - only While they art in the wil 
derneſs wF chi world, but alio when: they ast 
Into the world to dome. Was Jehavab 
the Gb4 of Abruban, when he ſojourhed here? 
We ee, that de "Continued the ſame in Aer 
dme, und kven when eur Lord was pon the 
rarth, Which was thouſands of years: after his 
detenſe: The like may be afſerred of the other 
patriarchta, and ef all the faithful. Covenant 
telation, my freude is het diſſolvod, nor n i- 
faſpended'; ho, not for u ſingle moment, by 
any change whatever: It remaineth thre? all- the 
viciſmudet of time: Nor time, nor death, hor 
15. ene Tilt able +6 Change the 
Mate Of thit 'Bilicver, or to ſeparate him from 
his covenam Gol: 1 and will be the 
God of his people, through life, 1/19 
and e on e 


3 


re alte, 8 
in Chritt, — —ͤ— 
= ' This may ſcem firatige to 
but it 1s truth, "which; 1 think, — 

a eie Boer out Savioitt's application of the 
derrz and. -intited; it is a glorious myſtery of 
not that ſueh are 
0 in a natural ſenſe; in that ſenſe they: are 
obviouſly 


14 On ibe Death: f | 
obviouſly drad; to aſſert that departed. ſaints are 
naturally alive, would be a glaring contradiction 
and a manifeſt abſurdity: But our Lord ſheweth, 
by this obſervation, that Abraham, [aac and 
Jarob, and the like may be ſaid of their faithful 
ſeed, that they are living, although they are at 
preſent in the ſtate of the dead. And the ſame 
comfortable truth is evident, ſrom the diſcourſe 
of Jeſus with his beloved Martha; (a) I am, 
ſaith he, :the reſurrectian and the life; he that 
_— in me, though he avere dead, yet ſhall be 
And whoſoever lAlveth and believeth in me, 
7 die. Is it. not manifeſt from theſe 
declarations: that thoſe who}, have died in the 
Lord are yet alive, and ſhall liye tor ever? And 
this is the argument of our textz, they are the 
living Who have God for. Ir their God; but 
Jebovab is the God of his people when they; are 
dead as to. this world. and, cherefqpe, they are 
Juſtly numbered among the. lying. even after 
their deceaſe. Anthen, 2¹⁰—e ick 10 bow 


III. Wz may obſerve, that nothing is more 
Sunn. than that the ſaints, ſhall riſe to everlaſt- 
ing life. Death ſhall not figye final dominion 
= the believer; he ſhall not, always | remain in 


a a tate of ſeparation from his body, nor ſhall his 
precious tabernacle be for ever a, priſoner in the 
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. hope ſhall not make him aſhamed; for the al- 


mighty Redeemer will ranſom his purchaſed from 
the earth, and change the bodies of. his-ſaints; 
and though they ſleep in the duſt, as others, yet 
they ſhall ſurely awake, and ſteep no more, but 
be for ever, as the angels of God in Heaven. 


Fuss obſervations naturally lead us, and! 


propoſe, | 


I. To « enquire what ground we have to conclude 
that Jebovab is the God of his people after 
their deceaſe. | | 


IL To ſhew in what reſpects choſe, who * died 
in faith, are in their preſent ſtate of exiſtence, 


to de numbered among ** living. , And, 


III. 10 remind you of 3 chings mhich con- 
firm the reſurrection of the ant . 


I. Lzr us examine what — TREE is to 


| conclude that Fehovah is the God of his people, 


after their deceaſe. And the following conſidera- 
tions may ſatisfy the enquiring believer that this 
bleſſed truth reſts on a ſure foundation. 
1. Tux covenant of grace, on which this 
relation dependeth, is everlaſting; and, therefore, 
ve may conclude, that the relation itſelf will ſub- 
fiſt for ever. © Fhe eternity of the covenant, 
in which Jebovah hath ſaid, concerning his 


people I will be to them a Cod, is moſt clearly 
revealed; 


b 


" everlaſting | copemant with thanx. And 


8 8 - Ow the Death: of 
revealed; (a); # will; ſaith/the Lord: nobe ar 


(6). I will betreth thee unto me for every. With this 
David comforts himſelf, when in the views of 
death, faying, (c) be hath: mate with me; ay 
everlaſting. covenant. This couenant is evexlaſt · 
ing both in its commencement and duration: It 
was made with Chriſt from the beginning, when 
he was (4d) ſet up by the Father to be the ſurety 
thereof; then the choſen were given to him to be 
redeemed and ſavede Thus while the veſſels of 
mercy were as yet unborn, yea, before the world 


began, God was their God in Chriſt, and in this 


everlaſting covenant. Time is not the meaſure 
of this relatiot between the ſaints and their God; 
but, when time ſhall. be no more, the happy 
union will ſubſiſt: It is from everlaſting and ſhall 


be to evetlafling! © The covenant of grace, and 


the relation in which God Rtands to his people, 
may be diſtinguiſhed, but can never be ſeparated, 


and, firice tlie Fbamer is everlaſting, we have the 


higheſt reafon” to —_— that the latter is 


| the fame. But, 


2. Ir we confider' the Futidation of this c0- 
venant, and the relation included therein, we. 
may be fatisfied that the Lord-is the God of his 


people, after their deceaſe. e dg Fr om 


1 7 * 23 Ul * 1 
— — — 
- 


(a) IAEA xxxIi. 40. N (3) Hbſen u. 29. 
be 2 Samnet xxiii [3 6%) Proverds viii. 26, 23. 
| gracious 


Mr. Tuo W1lDMAN, 17 


gracious conſtitution aroſe from the ſovereign 


will and good pleaſure of God, and is the effect 


of his infinite wiſdom and counſel : It was made 


and ſettled - (a) after the counſel of his own. 


will ;- and, moreover, it was the fruit of his ſpe- 


cial love; and, theſe are immutable and ever- 


laſting : The relation, which depends on a co- 
venant thus eſtabliſhed, muſt needs be eternal; 


bence, that good hope, through grace, which 
the faithful have, is the anchor of their ſouls; 


even, at the ſwellings of Jordan. Shall the 
ſtroke of death overturn theſe foundations ? 
Shall death fruſtrate the will and the counſels 
of Jehovah, or ſhall it deftroy the fruit of his 
free and everlaſting love? It cannot be. We 


know that the .counſels of the Almighty ſtand 


for ever, and the thoughts of his heart unto all 


generations, and that (b) neither death, nor life, 
Hall be able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 


which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. And, 


3. Taye continuance of this covenant re- 
lation between Jehovah and his elect may be 
argued from the efficacy of the Redeemer's death. 


Chriſt the ſurety, by his blood-ſhedding, hath 
made an atonement, and hath thereby confirmed 


every covenant-relation and bleſſing, and put it 


out of the power of death to harm the believer : 
Through death he hath deſtroyed him that had 


3 


— — 


— — 
* — 


() Er x. i. 11. 5 Rom. viii. 38, 39. 
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the, power of death, and, thereby, red a com- 
pleat” victory over that enemy. Jeſus having 


thus, by the offering of himſelf, purged our 


fins; and taken away 'the ſting of death, it ſhall 
not. deprive the chriſtian of any bleſſing, much 
leſs ſhall death be able to diſſolve his covenant- 
relation to God; we may be confident, there- 
fore, that this relation continueth after the de- 
ceaſe of the faithful, in the . ſtare, any 
even, for ever. Again, | 

4. Tuis appeareth foraſmuch as the inkeek 
tance to which the heirs of ſalvation are adopt- 
ed lieth beyond the grave, and is to be enjoyed 
after death. The believer's portion i is not ix 
this life: His treaſüre is laid up in heaven. 


Indeed, the faithful have the promiſes in this 


world, and, ſometimes enjoy fellowſhip with 
their God, and, in this ſweet communion oo 


obtain a foretaſte of their future glory; 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, none inherit the promiſes "a 


after this life; and hence the exhortation- to - 
be followers (a) ef them, who through faith and 
patience inherit” the | promiſes ; meaning thoſe: 


| who have died in faith: Faith muſt be at an end, 


and patience muſt have her perfect work, before 
the chriſtian entereth into his poſſeſſion ; for the 
inheritance is among the ſaints in light. 


Ir the inheritance, to the hope of which the 


- ſaints are hn is to be enjoyed beyond fre 
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grave, as it moſt certainly i is, we may be af. 
fured, that the relation between them- and their 
heavenly Father is not diſſolved by death, but 
ſubſiſteth after the preſent life. Once more, 

5. Tais is further confirmed by the pleaſure 
which the faithful diſcover in the proſpect of 
their relation to God, when their departure 
is at hand. The frames of God's children in 
the hour of death are very different; but this 
is the invariable object of their hope, which is 
evident, in proportion to their livelineſs at that 
| ſeaſon, namely, that though they return to 

their duſt, nevertheleſs the Lord is their God, 
and that he will be their guide, and receive them 
to glory. Of this we have already ſeen an in- 
ſtance in David, who, when near his end, com- 
forts himſelf with being in the everlaſting cove- 
nant. And in like manner, we find Aſaph thus 
expreſſing himſelf. (a) My fleſh and my heart 
| faileth; but God is the ſtrength of my heart, and 
my portion, for ever. It comforts the believer” 
in a dying hour, that God is his God: This 
relation to God; a relation which inſures to 
the chriſtian an enjoyment of eternal life, is the 
ſtay of his ſoul in that time of adverſity; ' and 
in the views of this, ſome dying ſaints have * 

ready to triumph, and ſay, (2) the Lord is | 
light and my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear ? or 


— 


j#) Paal, Ixxiii, 26. () Pal, xxvil. 1, 
D 2 with 


20 0 the Death #: 
- with the Pſalmiſt in another place, (a) Though 1 
wall through the valle of the ſhadow of death, 
T will fear no evil. Now this confidence of 
the believer, when near the grave, is grounded 
on a perſwaſion, that his relation to God will 
abide, notwithſtanding his diſſolution; and 
the experience of the ſaints, which is agreeable to 
the ſcriptures of truth, may be depended upon. 
Indeed to a Deiſt, or to one who is unacquaint- 
ed with the Power of godlineſs, the conſolation 
and joy of expiring believers, in this confidence, 
would be no argument, but to the experimental 
chriſtian it is a great confirmation, that they, 
who die in the Lord, are not ſeparated from 
him by the change they paſs under: Faith and 
hope, which is of the operation of God, will 
not make the ſubject aſhamed, and when in the 
exerciſe of theſe graces, the ſaints depart this 
* life rejoicing in the Lord as their God, we have 
xeaſon. to conclude, that death will not diſſolve 
this bleſſed union. 

Ox theſe conſiderations we may ſafely con- 
clude, that Jehovah is the God of his people 
after their deceaſe. The covenant on which 
this relation dependeth is everlaſting, and the 
foundations thereof are immutable : This is fur- 
ther evident from the Redeemer's having put 
ayay ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and there- 


— — 
1 Ft pac e e * . nd 
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dy removed the ſting of death ; and alſo in that 
the inheritance of the ſaints is to be enjoyed in 
the world to come; to theſe may be added the 
ſatisfaction taken by ſome believers, in all ages, 
in their expiring moments, from the views they 
then had of continuing in this relation to God. 
I now proceed. 


II. To ſhew in what reſpects, thoſe who have 
died in faith, are, in their preſent ſtate of exiſ- 
tence, to be numbered among the living. And, 


1. Tux ſaints, when departed hence, may 
juſtly be accounted among the living, foraſ- 
much as they remain united to Chriſt, their 
living head. There is an union with Chriſt, of 
which the elect are the ſubjects, which reſults 
from his being their ſurety ; this is that federal 
union ſubſiſting between the Redeemer, and his 
people, which is founded in the covenant of 
grace, and is from everlaſting; but, the union 
I intend is another kind of union, and reſults 
from regeneration, which is the work of the 
Divine Spirit, by whom the called of God are 
planted into Chriſt, and thereby a principle of 
divine life is derived into their hearts, and the 
glorious agent, the ſpirit of Chriſt, taketh up 
his abode in them; hence, it is declared of the 
ſaints, that their body (a) is the temple of the 


1 
—_—_— 


(a) 1 Cor. vi. 19. 


Holy 


42 ' On the Deutb of 
| Holy Ghoſt ;\ and again it is faid, that (a) be 
' that is joined unto the Lord, is one ſpirit. This 
union, which comprehends the whole perſon, 
cannot be diſſolved by any future change what- 
ever; and fo far is death from diffolving 
the fame that there is reaſon to conclude, 
that in the other ſtate this is more evi- 
dent to the faint himſelf, and more. conſpicu- 
ous to his fellow worſhippers, than while in the 
preſent world. The inhabitation of the Spirit in 
the ſaints, either in the preſent, or future ſtate, 
is an incomprehenſible myſtery, but ſcripture 
and experience join teſtimony to this wonderful 
and gracious reſidence, and the former de- 


clares it to be ( b) for ever. The Spirit, there. 


fore, abideth in the ſaints after their deceaſe, 


and hence is given to the believer, one aſſurance 


of his being quickened to an immortal life. (e) 
He that raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſa 
quicken your mortal bodies by, or becauſe, of bis 
ſpirit that dwelleth in you. The bodies of the 
redeemed are not left or forſaken of God, while 
they ſleep in the duſt, nor ſhall death deſtroy 
their vital union to Chriſt, and for this reaſon, 


the faithful may truly be numbered among the 
living, even while they are in the ſtate of the 


dead. Bur, 


2. Taz ſaints ater death are Juſtly faid to be 


alive, on account it of * perieetion 1 in ſpiritual 
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0 1. = vi. 17. (8) John v. 16. (e) Rom. 
vi. Il, p - ; 2 
| 3 „ 6 


4 


- db ett 


Mr. Tuouas WIlLDMAN. t3- 
life. There, (a) the ſpirits of juſt men are made 
perfect. Believers, while in the body, are truly 
alive in this ſenſe, they have received a priact- 
ple of life from Chriſt, as before obſerved, and 
are made new creatures; they are, through 
grace, the happy ſubjects of righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs, and ſome are more advanced in 
this divine life, while here, than others; yet, 
alas !. there are great imperfections attending 
the moſt eminent ſaint in this ſinful and mortal 
fate, but, when this earthly tabernacle is diſ- 
folved, the chriſtian is made perfect in holineſs, 
light and love: If that meaſure of ſanctification 
which the children of God attain unto in this 
world, where they univerſally complain of re- 
maining corruption, entitles them to be eſteemed 
of the living in Feruſalem, much more may 
they be fo accounted, when they are paſſed into 
the world to come, where the bleſſed inhabitants 
are perfectly purified, and where all fin and 
darkneſs, and every evil affection is done away 
for ever. Again, | 5 

3. Tux faithful, who are deceaſed; are to be 
ranked among the living on account of what 
they enjoy in a ſeparate ſtate. They are abſent | 
from the body, but they are preſent with the 
Bord, and they enjoy a free and uninterrupted 
communion. with their God; and are ſolacing 
in. the fountain of life and bleſſedneſs. The 


a. l , 


(a) Has, ii. 23. 


chriſ- 
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chriſtian, while in the body, is vigorous in pro- 
portion to the communications afforded him 
from the fulneſs of the Mediator, and his fel- 
lowſhip with the Father through him; and 
when he is under the light of God's coun- 
tenance, his livelineſs and joy are conſpi pi- 
cuous; but we have reaſon to conclude, that 


the richeſt manifeſtations of divine love, and 
the ſweeteſt intercourſes between God and the 


moſt eminent believer on earth, come unſpeak- 


ably ſhort of -what is enjoyed by a faint in 
heaven, even from his firſt entrance within the 
gates of paradiſe; and if from communion 

with God in this world, the believer can ſome - 
times, with holy joy, ſay, that in bis favour is 
life; ſurely, they muſt enjoy life in the nobleſt 
ſenſe, who are in the temple above, where the 
faints have a perfect viſion and fruition of Jeho- 
vah; for this is the happy ſtate of them who 
die in the Lord: They are in his preſence, in 
whoſe preſence (a) is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe 
right hand are pleaſures for evermore; and, moſt 
certainly, they who are in ſuch a ſtate may, 
with the higheſt reaſon, be n . 
the living. And, | 

4. BELIEVERS, when removed out, of this 
world, by death, are ſtill to be accounted a- 
mong the living, foraſmuch as they ſhall cer- 
n riſe Win: Their bodies are written in 
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(a) Pralu xvi: 11. 


. the 
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the Lamb's book of life, and in the hands of 


their Almighty Redeemer, Who will quicken, 


and raiſe them at the appointed hour; for he 
hath promiſed that of all which the Father hath 
given him he will lofe nothing; (4) but br 
raiſe it up again at the laſt day. And, this 

we ſee is the ſeope of our Lord's diſcourſe with 
the Sadduces, of * which the text is a part. 1 
am, therefore, afl led. B 


III. To xethind you of ſome things which 
confirm the feſutrection of the ſaints. And⸗ 
the faithful bag Ape, themſelves A this 


when Bey belt, 


; ts ee oa et ET bn 
%, cmpleat the work . of... redemption, 
and the glory of the Mediator. The fall brought 
ruin; on the whole man, and, under the guile 
of ſing, body and ſoul are both liable te eternal 
death, as will appear in the reſurrection, when 
tome that ſleep in the duſt of the earth, even 
all the finally impenitent; ſhall awake (3) 10 
Jhame and everlaſting | contempt. If the bodies of 
the ſaints were to periſh, and not be ranſomed 
froin the grave, the ary of redemption would 
be incompleat; and, conſequently, there 

would be a deficiency in the Redeemer's glory 
at his — and — neither of which 
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can be * ſappoked conſiſtent with. bis honour, 
whoſe merit, power, and faithfulneſs, are infi- 
nite and eternal; we may, therefore, be aſſured, 
that nis ſaints ſhall obtain a glorious reſurrection. 
But : 
2, Tris is abundantly confirmed from the 
Divine word. Tis, as before hinted; from reve- 


| lation alone that we learn there is a reſurrection 


to eternal life, and thoſe ſacred books are full of 
the excellent doctrine, inſomuch that time would 
fail to repeat the many teſtimonies chey give 
to this comfortable truth; but the following 
remarkable paſſages. may ſuffice. . im the 
old teſtament, it is thus written. 7 
will wallow up death in victory. But how, will 
this > actompliſhed, if death ſhould have final 
"dominion over a fingle corps of the redeemed ? 
Again, it is ſaid, (3) thy 4 dead men fall live. 
-. _ which paſſage Bodies might be ſupplied, in- 
ſtead of men; and, 1 humbly conceive, that the 
place hath an ultimate view to the reſurrection 
of thoſe bodies, which belong to Chriſt, 
and which ſhall be raiſed in virtue of their union 
to him. The prophet Daniel is plain to this 
. purpoſe, ſaying; z (c) Many of them that fleep 
in the duft- all awake, ſome to everlaſting life. 
And very ſtriking is the language of Hoſea. 
« d 5 1 will ee, them from the . of the 
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grave: I will redeem them from death : O death, 

I will be ' thy plagues ; O grave, I will be thy de- 
fruftion 3 repentance ſball be bid from mine eyes. 
The new teſtament,” alſo, furniſheth us. De; 
faith our Lords: (a) The bour is coming, 4 the” 
which all that. are in the graves ſhall bear bis _ 
voice, i. e. the voice of him, the Son of man; 
and ſhall" come forth, . they that have done 
good, _Kuto- the reſurreftion of life. And, 
in another p place, Jeſus faith; (5) I will raiſe 
bim up at * loft day. And the apoſtle Paul 
treateth largely on this glorious ſubject in the 
fifteenth chapter of his firſt epiſtle to the Co- 
riutbians, where, after having aſſerted, and de- 
ſcribed this reſurrection, with many of its bleſ- 
ſed effects, and, alſo, having reproved the un- 
believer, he aſſerts from the prophecy before 
5 mentioned, chat, (c) Death is ſwallowed up in 
victory. And then breaks into an holy tri- 
umph, : c Aying, (4) O death, where is thy fling? 
O grave, where , is thy viffory. To the fame 
purpoſe alſo is the firſt epiſtle 5 the 7. beſſalonians, | 
chap: rv. from the thirteenth yerſe, to che end, 
with many other places; but the paſſages pro- 
duced are ſulfcient; 3 and, therefore, 4 pe on, 


to obſerve : - 
re 7 * | E122 rennen 
(a) Joun v.26, 29 (6) Joha vi. 40- (c) 
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have died in the 2 Aa 5 Pikes raiſed 
again. This is an argument of the face Kind 
with that which is uſed under a former head; 
it is taken from the experience of the Nints, and 
can be ſuppoſed to weigh with ſuch only; but, 
with che experimental chriſtian, | as obſeived; | 
this conſideration hath. it's influence, for the ex- 
pectations of the righteous, Which are founded 
on the word of God, W fuch is that of 
Which we are . now, T lay, "theſe 
expectations of the rig ohtec ball not be dif- 
appointed. Belicvets” ü che eatlieſt times, | 
have expreſſed this confidence, when i in "the views 
of eternity. (a) Thus of after declaring his faith, 
| that his Redeemer. lived, and that ſhould 

ſtand at the latter day upon he earth,” and, alſo, 
| having reflected on the deſtruction of his body by 
death, ſulyoins this holy aſſurance; yet, faith he, in 
my fe 7 ſoall I fee Goa. And the Palm! is no leſs 
confident of this ks for he faith, (4b Y: God 
will redeens my foul , rom the | power of the grave. | 
In 1 5 Xith of ' Hebrews, we find a cloud of wit- 
neſſes produced from thoſe who lived and died 
under the former diſpenſation, of whom. the 
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be. Jon | xix. 25, 26. (b) Pſalm xlxix. 15. 
(a) tortured 
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(a) tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they - 
might obtain a better reſurrection. And, by the 
way, is not this a ſufficient proof, that the 
faithful under the old - teſtament; were fully 
rſuaded of the doctrine of the reſurrection? 
n the new teſtament, believers are alſo. plainly 
Jed to () wait for the redemption of their bodies, 
and they have, in every age, fince the coming 
of Chriſt, been 1: for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jeſus from heaven, and have died in this 
comfortable hope „kat, when he cometh, he 
will (c) change 2 vile body, and Ain, it like 
— bis glorious body. © But, to go on. 
4. Taz infinite power of God is oder 
confirmation of this bleſſed hope. No created 
power can raiſe the dead: To effect this requi- 
reth 3 Divine power ; but God is able to raiſe 
the dead, and they who have truſted in him 
have been encouraged from this very 
conſideration: Thus Abraham, when he received 
the promiſe, and, likewiſe, when he offered up 
his only ſon, (d) truſted in him that quickeneth 
the dead. And, in like manner, the Apoſtles 
when, becauſe of their ſufferings, they deſpaired 
even of life, - they truſted (e) in God which 
raiſeth the dead. And, I apprehend, there is 


ſome degree of this wann prevailing. in an 


Hs: 


— — 


. e Her; (#) 1 viii · 23. 
(c) Phillippians iii, 21. (4) Romans iv. 17. Hebrews 
i. 19. comp. (4. 2 Corrinthians i. 9. 

act 


* 
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act of ſaving faith, Which 8 the 
compleat ſalvation of the whole perſon, and 
conſequently includeth the return -of the body 
from the graye. Some give no credit 
to the reſurrection,” becauſe they cannot ſee how 


it is poſſible that the dead ſhould riſe: But theſe 


perſons either forget the, divine power Which is 
engaged to execute this marvellous work, or they 
hold their infidelity no leſs. againſt” reaſon than 
againſt revelation; this the apoſtle ſhews in 
his queſtion on chis great ſubject, when 
before Agripps and. Feftus,.;: (a). why, faith he, 
| ſhould it he thought - a'' thing. incredible with You, 
that\God ſhould raiſe the dead? It is no more above 
reaſon to comprehend. this myſtery, than it is 
centrury: to reaſon to queſtion whether. there is 
ſufficient power with the Almighty: to bring it to 
2 They who deny the reſurrection, which is 
the work: of the infipite-- Jehovah, - becauſe of 
wh! difficulties that attend ir, ſhould not ſet 
themſelves up for men of reaſon, ſeeing. reaſon | 
- itſelf condemns their ineredulity. But. the be- 
liever knqweth that God is able to raiſe the 
dead, and hen he conſiders his Divine Saviour, 
and beholds that he ( #5. able even 10. ſuhdue all 
things to Bimſel /; he can rejoice in hope of being 
raiſed agaih, and made like to bis glorißed head, | 
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5. Tur reſurrection of the Lord himſelf, of 
which the believer Is well perſuaded, is a crown- 
ing evidence of this bleſſed truth. The faithful 
are united to Chriſt, and predeſtinared to be 
conformed to his image; ſince Chriſt, therefore, 
is riſen, and liveth, for ever, we may be aſſured 
that his people alſo ſhall be raiſed to an immor- 
tal life. The Pfalmiſt feems to have this in view, 
when he faith, (a) J Pall be ſatisfied when I 
awake with” thy likeneſs. © However, the riſen 
Redeemer is the exemplar of his people, and in 
him they behold the certainty of their future 
life. Agreeable to this we find, in the prophecy 


of Jaiab before mentioned, it is thus faid, l N 


dead men all live, together with, or it apy be 
rendered, as my dead body fhall they ariſe ; 

this anſwereth to the believers' expectation — 
his body ſhall be (5) faſhioned like unto bis Sa- 
viour's. - When the. chriſtian contemplates 
the reſurrection of his Lord, he aſſures 
himſelf that the dead riſe, and that his on body 
ſnall be ranſomed from the grave; and, eſpecially, 
when he likewite conſiders that the ſcriptures 
declare that Jeſus is the (c) fir begotten from 
the dead, and that he is the (d) firft fruits 
of them that ſlept, and further, that he 2 ſaid 


15 
4 2 


* * — 


r „ * — + — 


(a) P3aLM xvii. 15. (6b) Na nl iii. at, 
{<}) Revelations 4. 5. (4)- Corinthians xv. 20. 


1 On the Death * | 
| to his diſciples (a) becanſe I live, he alt live alſo: 
I fay, when the chriſtian contemplates theſe 
_ things, he is firmly perſuaded, that he ſhall ob- 
tain a bleſſed reſurrection; and that when 
Chriſt who is his (5) Life foal. appear, he 
ſhall appear with him in glory. 7 


In. theſe reſpects, departed ſaints are ſtill 
among the living, and this aſſurance we have of 


their future reſurrection. The faithful, though 
dead, nevertheleſs continue in union with Chriſt 
who is alive, and are made perfect in holineſs; 
their ſeparate ſpirits are in the fruition of God, 
which is life of the nobleſt kind; and it is certain 
that their bodies ſhall riſe to a bleſſed immorrality ; 
which hope js confirmed from its being neceſſary 
to the accompliſhment of the Redeemer's glory, 


from many prophecies in ſcripture, from the 
of the ſaints, from the power of God, 


and from the reſurrection of our Lord himſelf. 
And are not theſe conſiderations ſufficient to ſnew 
the propriety of eſteeming them, who die in 
faith, to be yet alive, and at the ſame time, to 
aſſure the ge that he alſo ſhall live beyond 
the grave, and riſe to everlaſting life? 
I fear that I have already. exceeded; yet, 


indulge me a ſew minutes, while I briefly touch 
on ſome things, with a view to our improvement 


on this fubject, and the mournful providenee 

which led me to it. N 

* W — — — ITE: IF _— 

© (a) Joui xiv, 19. (b) Colofhans iii, 4. 
And; 
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"LET not. theſe trüths paſs off without an 


earneſt. and impartial examination of our own 


ſtate. He muſt be very ſenſeleſs who can hear 


theſe things and remain indifferent. Is Jehovab 
the God of Abraham and others, and is this rela- 


tion connected with, everlaſting life? It is ſurely 


then an unſpeakable priviledge, and of the greateſt 
importance to ſhare in this bleſſing. What rea- 
| fon have we to conclude that, in the ſenſe of the 
text, the Lord is our God? The promiſe to 
thoſe who are in the covenant, runs thus, (a) 4 


new heart alſo will I give you, and a net ſpirit 
will I put within you, and I will take away the ſtony 


beart out of your feſb, and I will give vou an bear: 
of fleſh. | Now this promiſe is fulfilled in regen · 


eration and converſion, , which includes repen- 


tance and faith: Not that this experience puts 
any perſon into the covenant, for grace is 
beſtowed in conſequence of being included there- 
in, but nothing ſhort af the happy change can 
demonſtrate a perſan's intereſt in God, or war- 
rant his claim to this peculiar relation; and every 


one who hath paſſed under it may aſſure himſelf 5 


that Jebovab is his God, If any are ſecure un- 
der the ſmiles of an indulgent providence, and 
careleſs about this matter; would to God, they 
had | hearts to | conſider that, if * are finally 
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impenitent, the richeſt enjoyments of this life 
will leave them to die in their ſins ! And alas 
for the dead Who die ir in that ſtate ! Th c 1555 GR 
der the Power of che! ſecond death. 
their e eternal exiſtence i in the unſcen world "8 Vir 
as it were a Tiving, « death? Wha can tell their 


of 


anguiſh ; and ſorrows, . o have not. the Lord 


nn 


for their God; When. 155 J. ſhall ſee 6 2 Abraham 


y  themlelves' are 0 oy 25 into the Lal bh 
Fry with fre and brit hats 
. War hath been Aa may comfort us 
concetnitig ; thoſe who" Rave died in faith. If we: 
ref 8 my brethren, on a few years paſt, how 
many, choice friends have. been removed from us! 
Many of © our precious acquaintance, and even 
boſom . companions, are departedt Very 
pleafant * were they. 1 in " life! Were they not the 
altighefit inſtruments of our comfort and joy? 
With them We took tycet counſel; arid walked 

to the houſe of God! But alas! they are dead?” , 
They are hid'i in the gravel Andour eyes ſhall n no 
may mave us t6 grief; "but, ile we, mourn our © 
repeated I loffes, let us, call. to mimid the faith and 
converſation, of theſe te arted ſaints, an conſi- 
der the evidence "we! have of their relation 'to God. 

Leß. vs Wee ur ical friends are fill 
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, alive in the inviſible World; they are before the 
chrone, praifing che Lamb, who hath waſhed 
them! "iti his blood, while their bodies ſleep in ; 
the duſt, till the voice of the archangel and the 
trügt off 'God'ſhall ſound; then ſhall they riſe in 
the likeneſs of their Redeemer, and die no more. 
Let us comfort one another with theſe things, 
and rejoice that Jebovab is nevertheleſs their God 
and dur God, and will be fo forever; and that 
he is not the God of the dead, hut of the living. © 
Abo theſe dead, who yet remain alive 
with their God, in the unſeen ſtate, and whoſe 
bodies ſhall riſe in Chriſt, we have reafon' to 
account him, whoſe deceaſe hath occaſioned this 
diſcourſe, . concerning whom: I ſhall only obſerve 
4a WP HS.” "—__ bee uſeful reflect- 
ions. | 

Hr was cilightendd) 00 the knowledge of 
himſelf, and the way af falvation in his early 
days, and was feady, on proper occaſions, to 
give the reafon of his hope, and to rehearſe the 
manner in which the Lord called him by his 
S v a public re this, as ſome of you 

ay remember, he gave” about ſeven years ago. 

Tis pity that any ho have taſted of divine 
grace, mould de ſhy of deelaring theirexperience, 
ſor the frequent relation of thoſe methods by 
which the Lord firft 8 and mani- 
feſted himſelf to his children, er wich 
his after dealings with them, hath 5 found to 


edify both themſelves and others; - and; ave have 
. | reaſo : 
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reaſon to hope that if the 8 of 

the faithful turned more on this deſi reable 
ſubject it would greatly promote che ſpiri of 
religion. 

i Wing freaks of eden, and 
affectionate ſpirit, which our late friend uſually 
diſcovered, when at the throne of grace, Way 
very remarkable; and, beſides a ſpirit of prayer; 
that excellent gift of the Father! He was fur- 
niſhed with. ſeveral talents, for aſcfuleks;. a but, 
. — increaſing Kae his 2250 was in a 
with us. 

His prevailing Aiſtemper, you. "ag was s of: A 
lethargick kind, under which, eſpecially of lats, 
he groancd being burthened.; and this ſleepineſs 
he lamented, not only as it deprived him of en- 
joying the natural comfarts of life, but, alſo, 
and chiefly, becauſe is rendered him incapable 
of reading, meditation, and other ſpiritual ex- 
erciſes, without which, the true chriſtian, cannot 
ive; at , leaſt, in the omiſſion of theſe things he 
cannot liye with comfort. and ſatisfaction. N e- 
vertheleſs, is it not to be feared that fore. profeſ= - 
tors liye in an habitual negiect of ſelf-examination, 
and other branches of ſecret duty? But, in vain 
Ve pretend to vital religion in the total omiſſion 
of theſe things: for he that is an utter ſtranger 

10 the practice and defire of ſecret prayer, com- 
munion with his own heart, ſearching the ſcrip 
teres ang ſeeking after fellowſhip with (0d in 


private 
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private, is a ſtranger to the power of Godlineſs: 


And it is equally vain for the believer to expect 
growth in grace, without a ſerious and conſtant 
waiting on the Lord i in his cloſet, Religion, my 
friends, doth not wholly conſiſt in public exer- 
ciſes; and we are always to remember, that what 
a man is in ſecret, that he really is, and that he 
will appear; to be W uy. of. . 
But to return. 
i Tars heavy diſorder of « our late 3 was 
the more; di .to him, as it prevented his 
attending aublick worſhip in a beco man- 
133 — he 14 % . 2 
ſentence in a. ſermon, or keep himſelf awake. the 
ſpace of a few minutes: He was convinced that 
ſleeping in the ſanctuary had an irreverend ap- 
pearance, and was ſenſible that thoſe hearers (if 
they may be called hearers) who accuſtom them - 
ſelves to ſleep under the word, muſt grieve the 
preacher, and be a diſturbance to others. In- 
deed, it was involuntary and unavoidable in our 
late friend, vhen he ſlept in the houſe of God, 
but this did not ſatisfy him; he was ſtill grieved 
on reflection; yea, ſo uneaſy was he, that not 
long fince, he acquainted me with an intention 
of coming no more to public worſhip after the 
next ſeaſon for breaking of bread; for he thought 
it better to tarry away, than to fall into this in- 
decency before and men: I apprehend that 
this deſign was not to be juſtified, which was alſo 
his rn opinion afterwards; and therefore he 
continued 
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corithined Mo Attendänce, = his FT on 
ucceunt of feep ing in the ſolemn Affem 
rep woven 5 ET ebe 0 elle Res 
f füch wert as deeply Affected with 
it AVIRA bende deceaſed was, they 
2 5 very warchfar Agalnſt it; arid, T am 
d, that it Wöhlct prove their advantage. 
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Fall turned up 10. Hi Heft Ne mburnel 
wotr and deen fri lie fermecd 
mach affected with rthineſs, And the 
the 10 vc br God uc At this dne alls, 
he fette fre fore Totfffets Wirk pig Tears 
WHT head, beſtt Aim under his preſent circbm- 
Wess, but ber With hd Pact flo, inc foot 
Mdaſurs Obtalhed 4 vidtory. In one witli" the 
Eord wid nüt pleaſed to afford: bir che thelfitle 
of I He Ft joy 7 which; he ſaid, HE had fürmetiy 
When in thi views of eternity; but 
We Exciſe of 4 good K obe through 
grice, und this” as the Envullions' of "expititng 
nature w Wo . admit, diſcovered itſelf to the end. 
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| ſhall be as the dew of the morning. © 
ſeaſon ! Delightful expectation ! 

How inconceivably glorious muſt that appear- 
ance be, when Jeſus ſhall come with all his 
ſaints, in their ſhining bodies, faſhioned like 
to his own, in which he likewiſe will 
appear, at the head of the illuſtrious hoſt,” at- 
attended with, the united 8 lory af himſelf, his 
Father, ahd his holy Angels! Of this' bleſſed 
ſight, may we not be ſpectazors.only, hut chrough. 

grace,” M's 3 na of i 255 happy nam 
80 eds k : "dwell with. their God, | 
3 'fors frots thar- glotivhs peried ; 
0% A 7b 35 iſ halts Sine as th beige. 
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